Advent




MATTHEW 11:2-11

> Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the
Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are

you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
*And Jesus answered them, “"Go and tell John what you
hear and see: > the blind receive their sight and the lame

walk, lepers are cleansed and the deat hear, and the dead
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. ® And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

’ As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go
out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.



MATTHEW 11:2-11

? What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. '° This is he of whom it is
written,

"“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’

" Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.



HOPE leads to action
HOPE leads to endurance
HOPE changes the order of things



FALSE EXPECTATIONS AND TRIALS
LEAD TO DOUBT



WHAT JESUS DOES:

The blind receive their sight
The lame walk

The lepers are cleansed
The deaf hear

The dead are raised

The poor get good news



ISAIAH 35: 5-06, 8, 10

> Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
°then shall the lame man leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert:
5 And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
't shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.




ISAIAH 35: 5-6, 8, 10

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



ISAIAH 35:3-4

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”



HOPE leads to action
HOPE leads to endurance
HOPE changes the order of things



REVELATION 19

""Then | saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse!

ts rider is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he
judges and makes war. '* His eyes are like a flame of fire,

and on his head are many diadems; and he has a name

inscribed that no one knows but himself. '3 He is clothed in

a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of

God. ' And the armies of
and pure, were following

NIM on W

mouth comes a sharp sword with w

neaven, wearing fine linen, white

hite horses. ° From his

nich to strike down the

nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will

tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the

Almighty. ' On his robe and on his thigh he has a name

inscribed, “King of kings and Lord of lords.”
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